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rrr  he  composer,  Ward-Stephens,  Deeds  bo  introduction.  Hia 
musical  settings  of  "Psalms",  “Sacred  Words"  and  “Words 
of  Love  aod  Prayer”  are  classed  among  the  finest  contrite- 
tions  to  Church  Music. 

During  his  long  association  with  churches  as  organist  ana 
choir-master,  he  observed  that  often  the  preacher  used  the 
Apostles  as  subject  for  his  sermons,  and  that  nowhere  was 
there  anything  published  M a musical  way  that  the  soloists 
or  the  choir  could  use  to  strengthen  the  tie  between  the  ser- 
mon and  the  music.  So  in  order  to  link  the  two  together,  he 
has  just  completed  the  composition  of  a group  of  twelve  songs 
in  each  ©f  which  is  set  forth  the  important  sayings  of  Jesus 
to  His  Apostles  or  of  the  Apostles  to  Jesus.  Miss  Anne 
Campbell,  the  poetess,  haa  surrounded  these  sayings  with 
beautiful  poems  which  bring  out  the  chief  characteristic  of 
every  one  of  the  twelve  men  who  lived  and  worked  so  near  to 
Jesus.  Thus,  in  a short  verse,  one  gets  a dear  picture  of 
each  man. 

There  are  twelve  songs  of  striking  contrasts,  some  quiet 
and  peaceful,  some  la  the  ©Id  classic  style,  gome  of  marked 
simplicity,  some  big  and  dramatic,  others  full  ©f  pathos  and 
all  of  them  remarkably  descriptive.  Particular  care  has  been 
taken  with  the  accompaniments  which  may  be  played  on 
either  the  piano  ©r  organ  without  losing  its  life  on  the  one  m 
sounding  jerky  on  the  other.  His  harmonizations  are  alwpya 
full  of  lovely  surprises  and  rich  in  color.  Each  song  is  a dis- 
tinct masterpiece  and  is  by  far  the  best  bit  of  saercd  writing 
this  Composer  has  done. 

Owing  to  the  texts,  these  songs  will  b®  appropriate  is  churches 
©£  any  denomination.  Dr.  S.  Parkes  Cadman,  the  noted  divine, 
wrote  of  these  songs:  **  This  is  beautiful  poetry,  wedded  to 

noble  music1’. 
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